
Edward A. Butts, Washington, D. C, Georgetown Univer¬
sity, Washington, D. C, 1873; aged 72; for many years a

pharmacist and manufacturing druggist; died in his apart¬
ments, October 22, from pneumonia.

James Stewart Doubleday ® New York City; University of
Virginia, Charlottesville, 1893 ; aged 43 ; associate physician
to the Southampton, L* I., Hospital; died at his home,
November 14, from pneumonia.

Lieut. Clinton Virgil Reed ® M. C, U. S. Army, Three
Forks, Mont; Rush Medical College, 1914; aged 29; on

duty with a medical unit in England ; died recently from
pneumonia following influenza.

Albert Garfield Porter ® Terre Haute, Ind. ; Indiana Uni¬
versity, Bloomington and Indianapolis, 1909; aged 38; police
surgeon of Terre Haute ; died at his home, October 29, from
pneumonia following influenza.

William Madison Patterson, Egan, S. D. ; University of
Illinois, Chicago, 1902;. aged 49; for some time editor of the
local paper; died at his home, about November 13, from
pneumonia following influenza.

Paul Orcutt Miller, Deer Lick, Pa. ; Jefferson Medical Col¬
lege, 1915; aged 29; formerly of Warren, Ohio; died at the
University of Colorado Hospital, Boulder, November 18, from
pneumonia following influenza.

John Gustaf Swensson, Portland, Ore. ; State University
of Iowa, Iowa City, 1897; aged 42; a member of the Oregon
State Medical Association ; died at his home, November 22,
from heart disease.

Lieut. Millard Cressy Clark ® M. C, U. S. Army, Beth¬
lehem, N. H. ; Tufts College Medical School, Boston, 1917;
aged 25 ; died at Camp Gordon, Ga., September 29, from
bronchopneumonia.

Ernest Boston, Palacios, Tex. ; Barnes Medical College,
St. Louis, 1899; aged 43; a member of the State Medical
Association of Texas; died in Owensboro, Ky., November 10,
from pneumonia.

Lieut. Alfred Johnson ® M. C, U. S. Army, Clyde, Kan.;
St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons, 1907; aged
39 ; on duty at San Francisco ; died at his home, November 6,
from influenza.

John L. Poppe, Haley, N. D. ; University of Christiania,
Norway, 1903; aged 35; died in St. Luke's Hospital, Aber¬
deen, S. D., October 27, from double lobar pneumonia follow¬
ing influenza.

Lieut. Leslie James Phillips ® M. C, U. S. Army, Weyer-
hauser, Wis. ; Queen's University, Kingston, Ont, 1912 ;
aged 30; is reported to have died recently in France, from
pneumonia.

David J. Mercer ® Poe, Ind. ; Fort Wayne, Ind., College
of Medicine, 1901; aged 39; died in the Lutheran Hospital,
Fort Wayne, Ind., November 20, from pneumonia following
influenza.

Isaac Brown Jordan, Hope, Ark. ; Meharry Medical Col¬
lege, Nashville, Tenn., 1913; aged 32; a colored practitioner;
died at his home, October 10, from pneumonia following
influenza.

Claude Baxley, Baltimore ; University of Maryland, Balti¬
more, 1860; aged 80; while crossing a street in Baltimore,
October 18, was struck by an automobile and instantly
killed.

Angeline Mildred Lemon Dumbleton ® Detroit; Cleveland
College of Physicians and Surgeons, 1908; aged 31; died at
her home, November 7, from pneumonia following influenza.

James R. Hughes, Atlanta, Ga. ; Georgia College of Eclectic
Medicine and Surgery, Atlanta, 1913; aged 36; died at his
home, October 12, from pneumonia following influenza.

Robert S. Miles, Tacoma, Wash, (license, Minnesota, 1900) ;
aged 77; formerly of Glencoe, Minn.; a practitioner since
1868; died at his home, November 16, from pneumonia.

Mary Powell Sook Thompson, Cleveland; Cleveland Uni¬
versity of Medicine and Surgery, 1880; aged 70; died at
her home, November 9, from carcinoma of the liver.

Lieut. Albert Frederick Ostwald ® M. C, U. S. Army,
Buffalo, N. Y.; University of Buffalo, N. Y., 1911; aged 35;
died at his home, November 8.

George P. Hemm, Hays, Kan.; St. Louis University, 1907;
aged 36; died at his home, October 10, from pneumonia fol¬
lowing influenza.

Lewis Jerome Murphy, Los Angeles; Medical College of
Indiana, Indianapolis, 1903; aged 41; died at his home,
recently.

The Propaganda for Reform
In This Department Appear Reports of the Council
on Pharmacy and Chemistry and of the Association
Laboratory, Together with Other Matter Tending
to Aid Intelligent Prescribing and to Oppose
Medical Fraud on the Public and on the Profession

LEONARD EAR OIL
Another Deafness Cure Humbug

"Leonard Ear Oil" is an alleged cure for deafness, sold by
one A. O. Leonard of New York City. The present method
of exploiting this nostrum is comparatively new. A few
years ago Leonard was engaged in a mail-order business of
selling his "Invisible Antiseptic Ear Drums." At that time
his "Ear Oil" was an accessory to his "Ear Drum" trade,
and constituted the "repeater" part of the business. More
than four years ago, the Propaganda department collected
Leonard's series of follow-up letters ; these were of the usual
medical mail-order fake type, with the accompanying testi¬
monials, bulletins, etc. The price first asked for one of
the "Invisible Antiseptic Ear Drums" was $5.00, which
included, also, enough "ear oil" to last one month. Addi¬
tional "ear oil" came "at $1.00 per bottle, for the personal
use of those who purchase the drums." Before the follow-up
series was complete, the price had been reduced to $2.50.
The final letter contained an offer to send a bottle of
Leonard's Ear Oil for $1.00, nothing being said about the
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"Invisible Antiseptic Ear Drum." In fact, the last letter of
the series would lead its recipient to infer that the "Ear
Oil" was the only thing necessary to cure deafness.

Like most mail-order quacks Leonard apparently sold the
original letters received from prospective victims, after they
had ceased to be commercially valuable to him. At any
rate a company that makes a business of buying and selling
the original letters of "suckers" offered for sale, under
"Deaf Letters," more than nine hundred of A. O. Leonard's
vintage of 1907-08, more than five hundred of 1909-10, and
more than seven hundred of 1911-12.

During the past year or two, Leonard seems to have been
putting the soft pedal on the "invisible ear drum" part of
his business, and playing up his "ear oil" fortissimo. More¬
over, instead of selling the stuff as a mail-order proposition,
Leonard now does business through drug stores. This ten¬
dency on the part of mail-order quacks to abandon the mail¬
order method, and conduct their business through the retail
drug trade channels is an indication of the growing appre¬ciation on the part of quacks of the protective power of the
post-office fraud order. Is it also an indication of the low
standard of business ethics of certain retail druggists?
Leonard Ear Oil is by no means the only mail-order medi¬
cal humbug that has found it safer, and doubtless more
profitable, to abandon the mail-order feature and split the
profits with the retail druggist.

One wonders whether the postal authorities have, during
the past few years, dropped a hint to Leonard that his
methods were likely to bring him into conflict with the law.
This suspicion is strengthened by changes that have takenplace in the character of the Leonard advertising, during
the past few years. In the past we were dogmatically assured
that "Leonard Ear Oil removes the mucous, opens up the
tubes," etc. ; now with more circumspection we are informed
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that "The purpose of Leonard Ear Oil is to remove the
mucous, open up the tubes," etc. In 1915 Leonard Ear Oil
"restored" hearing, if one were foolish enough to believe the
advertising: now "restored" has given place to "improves."
A further comparison between the older and newer advertising
claims will indicate the change from direct falsehood to
inferential misstatement :

OLDER ADVERTISING NEWER ADVERTISING

".
.

. the Leonard Glandular ". , , the Leonard Glandular
Oil, if applied as directed will Oil. if applied as directed will
cure the diseased or catarrhal relieve the diseased or catarrhal
condition. . . ."—[Italics in condition. . . ."—[Italics ours,
original.—Ed.] —Ed.]

"Rubbing this on the glands of "Inserting this in my nostrils
my throat and back of my ears and rubbing on the glands of my
night and morning, thoroughly throat and back of my ears night
massaging it in, I have cured the and morning, thoroughly massag-
catarrhal condition . . ." — ing it in, I have overcome the
[Italics in original.—Ed.] catarrhal condition.

.

. ."
—[Italics in original.—Ed.]

".
.

. it, together with my ".
.

. it, together with my
Invisible Ear Drums, has cured Invisible Ear Drums, has relieved
literally thousands of cases of literally thousands of cases cf
Deafness and Head Noises that Deafness and Head Noises that
were considered hopeless."

—

were considered hopeless."
—[Italics ours.—Ed.] [Italics ours.—Ed.]

"The imported Oil used in this ".
. .

the Imported Oils used
preparation successfully carries in this preparation successfully
the curatives it contains, . . . carry the remedies it contains to
through pores of the skin to the the diseased parts and remove the
diseased parts and effects a cure." cause of Deafness and Head

—

[Italics ours.—Ed.] Noises."—[Italics ours.—Ed.]
Some months age the Department of Health of the City

of New York purchased specimens of Leonard Ear Oil and
analyzed it. The chemist reported in effect, that the stuff
had essentially the following composition :

Liquid petrolatum. 41.96 per cent.
Ammonium oleate (soft soap). 8.18 per cent.
Oleic acid. 14.40 per cent.
Camphor. 9.85 per cent.
Eucalyptol. 11.07 per cent.
Alcohol. 12.00 per cent.
Water. 2.54 per cent.

This would mean that Leonard Ear Oil is to all intents
and purposes liquid petrolatum with camphor, eucalyptol,
etc., emulsified by aid of a soft soap produced from ammonia
and oleic acid. Having determined the composition of
Leonard Ear Oil, the Department of Health of the City of
New York lodged a complaint against Leonard, who was
arrested and arraigned before the Court of Special Sessions,
and adjudged guilty of making false and misleading claims.
On July 14, 1918, Leonard was sentenced to thirty days in
jail or to pay a fine of $250.00. Of course he didn't go
to jail.

The Health Department of New York City went still
further in protecting the public against this humbug. It
notified all druggists in New York City that "the continued
sale of Leonard Ear Oil with these false and fraudulent
statements attached, will constitute a violation of Section 116
of the Sanitary Code, and will subject the druggist so doing
to prosecution." Moreover, the Bureau of Public Health
Education of the New York Department of Health gave the
facts publicity through its Weekly Bulletin and its Monthly
Drug Bulletin, and prepared an exhibit which, was placed
in a window on a prominent street, exposing the Leonard
fakery. The exhibit consisted of two placards used by the
Leonard Ear Oil concern, with a bottle of the oil itself.
Alongside the original bottle were placed two other bottles,
one with material which the chemist's analysis showed
the bottle to contain, and another showing a bottle of the
same size containing water. Under these bottles appeared
the following legends :

Bottle No. 1—"Leonard's Ear Oil. This preparation costs you $1.00.
The Courts of this City have declared that the claims made as to the
medicinal value of the preparation are false and misleading."

Bottle No. 2—"This preparation is, analytically, the same as 'Leonard's
Ear Oil' and may be purchased at an ordinary drug store for about 20
cents."

Bottle No. 3—"This bottle contains water and is just as good as
'Leonard's Ear Oil' for deafness. The cost to you is only the price of
the bottle."

This was last summer. Since that time another city-
Cleveland, Ohio, which makes an effective attempt to protect
its citizens from fraud in medicine—has taken action on the
Leonard Ear Oil. Under date of November 4, the Commis¬
sioner of Health of the City of Cleveland issued an order
to Cleveland dealers relative to the sale of the Leonard
preparation. This order read as follows:

"Informing retail dealers that Leonard Ear Oil has been
examined by this department and found to be a misbranded
product within the meaning of the laws applying to Cleve¬
land in that the claims made for this product are false and
fraudulent, and its sale is therefore contrary to the best
interests of the public health of this city.

"Dealers in Cleveland are hereby notified to discontinue
the sale or offering for sale of Leonard Ear Oil."

As Leonard has ceased selling his stuff on the mail-order
plan, he is no longer amenable to prosecution by the post-
office authorities. As he doubtless is careful to avoid mak¬
ing false and fraudulent claims for his product on the trade
package, he can not be prosecuted under the Federal Food
and Drugs Act. There is nothing, however, to prevent him
making all the misleading claims he wishes to, regarding
his nostrum, if he confines these claims to circular matter
or window displays distributed through drug stores, and
newspaper advertisements. That is, there is nothing to
prevent this, unless city or state health authorities follow
the lead of New York City and Cleveland. Will they do it?

"A REGISTRATION FEE FOR PHYSICIANS"
To the Editor:\p=m-\In The Journal, Nov. 16, 1918, p. 1629,is an article by Francis W. Shepardson entitled "A Regis-

tration Fee for Physicians." About the time I finished
reading the article the mail brought me a letter from the
author asking the names of three physicians of our county(Christian) to whom he might write and at the same time
asking me to express my opinion of the measure. As it
is a matter of interest and importance to the physicians of
the state I am offering my comments through The Journal
in the hope that others may be interested and, perhaps,
express their approval or objections to the proposed measure.

Mr. Shepardson admits, by implication, that he is biased
in his views and proceeds to point out the shortcomingsof the medical profession in Illinois. He says that we have
a very poorly organized profession; but aside from the
one point of numbers he does not say in what manner we
are lacking. Were he to investigate, he would probablyfind that in our state we are as well organized, both in the
state and county organizations, as physicians are in other
states.

He next points with pride to a formidable array of
quacks and charlatans, who he seems to think are fostered
by the medical profession of this state, regardless of the
fact that through our state society we have begged thelegislature from year to year for laws ridding the publicof these various pretenders and as often have been turned
down and the people of the state left to the impositions of
the whole band. Why should he blame the medical pro¬fession for the existence of all these fake doctors when it
is the laymen—the boasted "neutrals"—who through their,
representatives have passed the laws permitting them to
exist and that, too, against the bitter protest of the medical
profession?

He mentions the abortionist and other evil doers in our
midst, but also points out that the prosecuting attorneys(neutrals, also?) have either refused to take up the cases
or managed in some way to sidetrack them. He says that
some of these cases failed because physicians were unwilling
"to give testimony or to encourage deluded victims to give
the department the legal use of the information given them
in the quiet hours of confession," but he does not even sug¬
gest why these physicians refused to commit themselves.
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